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 It’s July and we all know that July is when we 
start our meeting an hour early so that we can have 
our annual lark in the park (ing lot).   Besides lots of 
food, we’ll have a rock swap and some  games to play. 
The date for this fantastic event is our usual 2nd 
Friday of the month meeting night -  July 11.

 Dinner will be potluck, so please bring something 
to share with about 10 other people.  The club will provide a grill, hotdogs, setups 
and drinks. We’re all fantastic cooks (or shoppers) so I’m sure the buffet will be 
as impressive as always. I’m pretty sure that if he’s in town, Keith will bring some 
of his famous ribs and I hope some of you bring fried chicken and perhaps more 
ribs.  We’ll also need salads, and of course calories desserts.  I’m already starting 
to drool with anticipation.
 
 We hope you will participate in the swap.  It’s a tailgate event where all are wel-
come to bring hobby related items such as slabs, minerals, jewelry, etc. to trade with 
others who may have something you’re interested in.  

 Back by popular demand - with all it’s tall tales and gross exaggerations  will 
be the “Ugly Rock Contest”. To enter, bring along what you consider to be your 
ugliest rock and be prepared tell us some fantastic tale about it. Your story need 
not be true, but certainly can be amusing.  The winner will receive first choice 
from the prize table. Then, as if that isn’t enough, we’ll see how many rounds of  
“Gemstone Bingo” we can play before it gets to dark.

 If you have something you would like to donate for the prize table, please don’t 
hesitate to do so.  Items should be left unwrapped and the material identified.

 So come on down and join us for delightful evening of good times and cama-
raderie.  We’ll bring some tables and chairs outside, but if you want to bring your 
comfortable lawn chair, go right ahead and indulge your comfort.

   Remember, the food and fun starts at 6:30 p.m.  at the Women’s Club of Catons-
ville - our usual meeting location.  If it rains (don’t even think rain), we’ll move inside.  

 If you have any questions,  call me at 410-602-5280.

 Ed. Note:  Everyone should do their “anti-rain dance” 
at 10 p.m. on Thursday July 10 so we’ll be assured of good 
weather.  It worked last year, so let’s do it again!

HUBBA, HUBBA, HUBBA...IT’S PICNIC TIME!
from Richard Hoff, Program Co-Chair

 It’s been my pleasure to pinch hit 
for Becky, our award winning editor 
extraordinaire,  these past months 
while she’s undergone tests, more tests, 
even more tests and finally surgery to 
get some relief from her serious back 
situation.  As we saw at the June auc-
tion, Becky’s back!!! (no pun intended) 
and although 
still has some 
discomfort, 
the pain is 
nothing like 
what she 
e n d u r e d 
during the 
last months.  
She’s ready 
to resume the editorship of this 
bulletin...and I think rarin’ to go.  

COMING IN SEPTEMBER
by Ye Olde Guest Editor
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 Once again we had a great auction as always the 
auctioneers make each item a gem to be had.
 
 A special thanks to Dave Fordyce for donating, 
in memory of his father, a large and beautiful quartz 
crystal cluster.  The proceeds of the sale were desig-
nated for the club’s treasury.
 
 All club members are looking forward to the 
annual picnic to be held July 11th.  Note the time is 6:30 pm.  The club will provide 
the hot dogs and drinks.  Please bring an assortment of  items such as salads and 
desserts to share with our members.  We’ll play rock bingo and hold the ugly rock 
contest.  Come and enjoy the fellowship.
 
 Since this will be my last message until September, I wish all an enjoyable summer.
 
           Gil
 

FROM THE OVAL OFFICE
by Gil Charlton, President

 Thanks to the wonderful mem-
bers who brought in the great refresh-
ments, everyone was kept fueled up 
and ready to bid on the fabulous items 
offered for sale at our June auction.
                              
 We look forward to sampling the 
culinary creations being provided for 
our annual July picnic by:

All of our Members!!!  

Don’t miss the picnic on July 11th!
 

GOODIES “N SUCH
by Liz & Wendy Stanne

PERSONALS
by Lynne Luger

 Seems like all the news this month 
is all good news!!!  

 Ray Petrinko continues to improve 
after his stent surgery.  Welcome to the 
world of Plavix®, olive oil, fish, chicken, 
and non-fried foods!

 Steve Dyer is resting at home after 
recent surgery.  Phyllis says he’s doing 
well and rarin’ to go.

 Becky continues to improve and 
will be back to editing Chippers’ Chat-
ter in September.  Do remember to 
send her articles.  

 I’m sorry that I had to miss the auc-
tion - the first since I became a member, 
but I had to be in Las Vegas for a busi-
ness meeting.  I sure would rather have 
been at the auction!
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 When I was young (late Elementary 
or early High 
School) I did 
a lot of track 
walking.  We 
lived about 4 
miles out of 
town and for 
me the easiest 
way to get 
there was to 

walk the railroad.  The only real hazard 
was the trestle over the river which 
had no walk way, just cross ties.  The 
drop to the river was about 40 feet so 
we always stopped before going across 
and put an ear to the rail so that we 
could hear an approaching train before 
we ran across.  At that time most of 
the trains were steam powered and 
quite noisy.  These days, the trestle 
would be much more dangerous.

 Why did we do this?  Well, it cut 
at least a mile out of the 
walk and gave us the 
opportunity to find all 
sorts of objects, mostly 
metal, that fell off the 
trains.  It was also safer 
that swimming across the 
river because my mother 
always knew when she 
would tousle my hair and that brought 
on corporal punishment.  I deserved it.

 Over recent years I have resumed 
track walking.  Do you know how many 
good things such as tomahawks and 
knives that can be forged from the high 
carbon steel variety of spikes plus any 
pieces of broken rail can make a great 
anvil?  Other good things scattered 
along the track include an endless vari-
ety of metal scrap.  Before you point it 

BE SAFE – BE WELL:  TRACK WALKING
by Don Monroe, AFMS Safety Chair from AFMS Newsletter, June 2008

out, I already know that I am a scavenger 
and can never pass up nuts, bolts, screws 
and the like.  Since I once worked for 
the railroad, I know (and have been told 
recently) that small quantities of scrap 
are of no concern to them if you don’t 
go on private property or in danger-
ous areas.  We still spend some time 
in Birmingham and the city is full of 
grade crossings.  You can literally walk 
down the streets in the older industrial 
parts of town and pick up enough small 
pieces of steel to keep your forge busy.

 OK  you are not into metal working 
or forging but how about cabochons, or 
specimens or even gold.  If you persist 
in walking along with your nose in the 
air, several things can happen.  First, folks 
will think you are a snob and, second, 
you may trip and fall over something.  
Last, you will miss good things along 
the path.  I am not a super geologist or 
gemologist but even I can spot quartz 
crystals or even a raw sapphire or ruby.  
It may not be a good one but the price 
is right.  Last week I found a really neat 

cloudy quartz specimen 
in my driveway and I 
already know how I am 
going to shape, polish and 
use it.

 Do you know that 
it is said that gold can 
be found in every state 

in our nation  and it is yours for the 
effort?  I  am writing this from Sanibel 
Island, Florida where we are attending 
a fund raiser for a non-profit school.  
The beaches are a treasure and a metal 
detector is nice but not necessary.  Get 
out and look around because, if nothing 
else, you may need the exercise.

MEETING MINUTES
by Earle Pfetzing

 President Gil 
Charleton called the 
meeting to order at 
7:36 p.m.  He welcomed the approxi-
mately 80 members and 4 guests.

 Gil saluted Bernie Emery and Lynne 
Luger for their very significant contribu-
tions to the club show at Ruhl Armory.  
He also thanked the club members who 
helped make the day such a success.

 The treasurer was not present, so 
no report could be given.

 Dave Fordyce, Field Trip Chair 
announced that there will be a fossil 
collecting trip to Calvert Cliffs on Sat-
urday, June 21.  Those interested should 
contact him for details.

 Richard Hoff announced that the 
July meeting will be our annual “parking 
lot” picnic.  Starting time will be at 6:30 
p.m.   The club will provide hot dogs, soft 
drinks,  and set-ups.  Members attending 
should bring other food items to aug-
ment the menu.  

 The business portion of the meet-
ing was adjourned at 7:50 after which 
Bernie, Richard Hoff and Al Pribula 
conducted an auction consisting of  ad-
ditional items from the estates of Ken 
Boulier and Harvey Schreter as well 
as some items from Tony Wilner and 
several items donated to the “club side”.  
Among the sundry items, Dave Fordyce 
donated a spectacular Arkansas quartz 
specimen that had belonged to his father.  

 The auction and meeting ended at 
10:25 p.m.
    submitted by
    Earle Pfetzing
    Recording Secretary
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 July is our annual picnic so we 
usually do not have the mineral of the 
month table. I thought that, instead, we 
might take a look at some unusual min-
eral names and their derivations. 

 We all know the common miner-
als such as calcite, fluorite, quartz, py-
rite, galena and the like; however, there 
are more than 4,000 different mineral 
species. Can you name all of them? 
Neither can I.

 The person who discovers a new 
mineral often has the right to name it. 
Since it is a little over the top to name 
it after yourself there are other ways 
to name it. Some minerals are named 
for their composition or properties, 
others for people or places. Here are 
some names that you probably have 
not heard of (or become tongue-tied 
trying to pronounce) along with the 
origin of the name:

abswurmbachite –
 named for Dr. Irmgard Abs-Wurm-
bach from the Institut fur Mineralogie in 
Bochum, Germany. 
CuMn6O8(SiO4) – tetragonal.

bobjonesite –
 named for you know who (Bob 
Jones.) Bob is not happy that whenever 
someone shows him the mineral, it im-
mediately hydrates and changes into 
another mineral, so he has never seen 
bobjonesite. It is only stable in a very 
dry atmosphere. 
(VO)[SO4]•3H2O – monoclinic.

lukechangite –
 Luke L. Y. Chang is professor 
emeritus, of the geology department at 
University of Maryland.   He was hon-
ored for his contributions to the study 
of the carbonate group of minerals.  
Na3Ce2[F(CO3)4] – hexagonal.

tuperssuatsiaite –
 the Tuperssuatsiait Bay is in Green-
land. It’s monoclinic with a formula of 
Na2Fe3Si8O20(OH)2•4H20.

tvalchrelidzeite –
 named for A.A. Tvalchrelidze of the 
Georgia Academy of Science, Russia.  
Hg3SbAsS3 – monoclinic

MINERAL OF THE MONTH
by Steve Weinberger

Tvalchrelidzeite
Gomi Village

Caucasus Mtns. Georgia

Vyuntspakhkite (Y)
Tysfjord

Nordland, NorwayTuperssuatsiaite
Aris Quarry, Windhoek, Namibia

vyuntspakhkite-(Y) – 
 the highest mountain in the Kola 
Peninsula, Russia is Mt. Vyuntspakhk. 
Y4Al3Si5O18(OH)5 – monoclinic.

wakabayashilite –
 Yaichiro Wakabayashi is a Japa-
nese mineralogist. [(As,Sb)6S9][As4S5] 
–orthorhombic

 Some of the lesser-known minerals 
are extremely rare and species collec-
tors sometimes pull out their hair trying 
to add them to their collections. That’s 
not what happened to me because I 
know that our collection will never 
include all 4,000+ species.
 

 To tumble soft material that is hard to polish, start with the second coarsest grit. 
Fill the tumbler 3/4 or 7/8 full so the stones will roll and not fall. About 1/4 the normal 
amount of cerium oxide polishes better than the usual polishes. 

wjb  Dbobwfsbm Nppotupof-  Kvof 3119

 Get more out of your tumbling by adding specially shaped stones to your regular 
stones. Hearts, crosses, and elongated triangles made by cutting a rectangular slab 
across the diagonal are some of the possibilities. 

gspn Pxziff Hfn

TWO TUMBLING TIPS
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 When I was a young boy, my grandfa-
ther had a large ranch outside of San An-
tonio. I had many wonderful experiences 
there growing up, but one of the most 
memorable was the afternoon I found a 
perfect white Indian Point about 4” long. 
I can still remember the wonder that ran 
through me and the questions that came 
to mind wondering what the history of 
that point was. Four years ago, I saw a vid-
eo demonstration of how to make points. 
That rekindled my interest, and started a 
hobby that has fascinated me every since.

 I’m sure many of you have found 
points while looking for rock specimens. 
But have you ever wondered what they 
were used for, who made them, and how 
they were made? Let me help with a few 
answers. First, points were made from 
material that would knapp (a Danish 
word meaning “to break”). Many of the 
ones we actually find were made from 
a material we call “flint.” Actually, flint in 
this country is not flint at all; it’s different 
types of cherts. Real flint comes from 
only one place on earth—the White 
Cliffs of Dover in England. As for who 
made the points, it is believed that they 
were roughed out by the men of the 
tribe, but the finish work in many cases 
was actually done by the women.

 Often the rock from which they were 
made was too hard to knapp in its raw 
state. Therefore, the rock was “cooked” 
by placing it in an open pit, building a VERY 
HOT FIRE on top, and then letting it cool 
down over an extended period of time. 
This annealed the stone. Lastly after being 
cooked, the rock was rough-shaped and 
finally made into spear points, knives, or 
dart points.

 Early man did not use a bow. He used 
a leveraging device called an “Atlatal.” This 
was a throwing stick which added tre-
mendous strength to the shaft as it hit the 

HAND MADE INDIAN POINTS AND KNIVES
by Tom Shehee from Rok Tok, February 2008
prey. Notice I didn’t mention arrowheads. 
Actually, arrowheads didn’t appear in this 
country until about 600 years ago. Real ar-
rowheads are the smallest of all the point 
styles and usually are no more than 1” in 
length. If you stop and think about it, imag-
ine a 4- inch hunk of rock attached to a 1/
4-inch arrow shaft. Unwieldy. So, when you 
find a point that is 3-inches long or longer, 
know that it is probably at least 5000 years 
old or older (and not an arrowhead).

 Knives were for the most part 
no more than large points with antler, 
wood, or bone attached as handles. The 
beauty of the stone knives was that they 
were very easy to sharpen, and when 
they became too small to be effective, 
they were discarded and a new blade 
attached to the handle.

 These are pictures of various points 
and knives I have made for collections. Let’s 
talk about the knives 
first. The large knife with 
the red blade has a blade 
that measures about 9 
inches long, is approxi-
mately 11/2 inches wide, 
and is less that 3/16 
inches thick! Overall, the 
knife is over 12 inches 
long. The material is 
as rare as the knife. It’s 
made from a very large 
piece of carnelian agate. 
It is very seldom that 
you see a piece this big. 
But moreover, the blade 
is long and thin. The im-
portance of this is that 
the longer and thinner 
the blade, the more 
difficult it becomes to 
successfully complete 
the blade. This long and 
thin blade is very prone 
to snapping in two. This 

material was heat treated at 700 degrees 
and is very brittle! The handle is Axis ivory, 
and although it is hard to see in the picture, 
there is a carnelian cab custom made to fit 
the butt end of the knife.

 The second knife is smaller. The blade 
is approximately 6 inches long, 11/4 inches 
wide, and again less than 3/16 inches thick. 
The material is Mookaite jasper and comes 
from Mooka Station, Australia. It is brought 
into this country through the black market 
and is made available in bulk only one time 
of the year at Quartzite. The stone is quar-
ried in Australia, packed in 55 gallon drums, 
and sent to China. From there, it makes 
its way into the US. Mookaite is the holy 
stone of the aborigine and as such is sup-
posed to stay in the country. The Aussies 

continued on page 6
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treat this just like we treat Alibates from 
the Alibates National Monument in the 
Texas Panhandle.

 What makes this knife so special is 
the “Yellow” blade. Most Mook is red, 
purple, or white. Very seldom will you 
see a blade made from the yellow mate-
rial due to its scarcity.

 The point reproductions in the pho-
tographs are all from different tribes, dif-
ferent areas of the country, and of different 
time periods going back as far as 40,000 
years. Much of the stone they are made of 
you will recognize. There is Mooka Jasper, 
Brazilian agate, petrified wood, Keokuk 
chert, obsidian, Montana agate, Polka Dot 
jasper from Oregon, Rainy Buttes and 
so on. Again, what makes all this special 
is that all this stone was “cooked” by me 
just as the Indians did, and it is all made 
from semiprecious stone. The only rea-
son I bring up the semiprecious stone is 
that believe it or not, most ceremonial 
points made by early man were made 
from the prettiest stone they could find 
(agates and jaspers).

 Of particular interest is the tang of 
each point. If you will look closely, you will 
notice that some are rounded and some 
are pointed. There was a purpose for that. 
Those that are rounded were used for 
hunting game (easy removal so that they 
could be reused again). However, those 
that have pointed tangs were for war 
against enemies. Once they entered the 
body, it was next to impossible to remove 
them. Infection would set in, and the victim 
would die a very painful death!

INDIAN POINTS AND KNIVES
continued from page 5

Jouspevdujpo
 Lapis Lazuli has intrigued people 
around the world for centuries. Its vivid, 
exciting blue color has mesmerized those 
admiring the works of art and jewelry. The 
list of admirers includes people from every 
walk of life and includes kings 
and emperors. This intrigue 
is caused by the spectacular 
deep, vivid blue color. In fact, 
it is so distinct a color that it 
is hard not to notice it when 
worn in jewelry or seen in 
the rough.

Ijtupsz
 In the early years of 
3300 B.C., in the country 
we know as Iraq and along 
the Euphrates River which 
flows through the country, 
pieces of Lapis Lazuli were 
found. The pieces being found at this time 
were finished gems and jewelry found in 
Sumerian tombs from earlier civilizations. 
These pieces had been carved into the 
forms of birds, deer, and rodents, having 
been made into dishes, vases, beads, and 
cylindrical seals used in the times of the 
Sumerians.

 Later in the 1300 B.C. years, thou-
sands of similar jewelry items were bur-
ied with King Tut. These pieces used La-
pis Lazuli extensively, making use of the 
contrast of gold and the deep blue color 
to attract one’s eye. Many of these were 
items that were displayed in a traveling 
display several years ago.

 Pliny writes of sapphires of both “light 
and dark blue” in the year 79 A.D.. It is 
believed that his reference to sapphires 
of dark blue was aimed at describing Lapis 
Lazuli. In fact, so little had been written till 
this time, allowing some historians to be 
concerned about interpretations of these 
early writings which have been found.

 In the years of the 1200’s, the Pope 
had heard of vast lands to the east 
called the Mongol Empire. He learned 
from the many traders and adventurers 
returning to Rome of this vast land and 
its people. This information caused him 

to follow his tradition and 
to introduce these peoples 
to Christianity.

 In 1245 the Pope selected 
Giovani de Piano Carpini 
to go to the east and seek 
the lands of Genghis Khan. 
Carpini was able to travel 
to the northern reaches of 
the Gobi Desert. In these 
travels he did meet the 
Khan, but was not success-
ful in converting him to 
Christianity. Upon hearing 
of Carpini’s return to Rome 

and receiving his report, the Pope sent 
Guilliame de Rubrouck with the same 
charter: to locate the Great Khan and 
to convert him to Christianity. Rub-
rouck traveled further east surpassing 
Carpini in his travels and succeeded in 
getting to Karakorum, the capital of the 
Mongol Empire; however, he was equally 
not successful in converting the Khan 
before returning to Rome.

 In 1260 two brothers, Niccolo 
and Maffeo Polo, set out from Venice 
eastward toward Constantinople. Soon 
after they started their journey, they de-
cided to extend their trip and to allow 
geography and economics to direct the 
direction that they went. This decision 
was monumental in that it allowed them 
to be the first “Latins” to cross the full 
Asian continent.

 These travels allowed the brothers 
to meet Kublai Khan’s cousin, Barka. This 

LAPIS LAZULI
by Chuck Boblenz, from Breccia, March 2008, via Calgary Lapidary Journal, June 2008

continued on page 7
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friendship caused them to spend a year in 
Barka’s domain dealing in fine gems and 
jewels from the area. As the second year 
was beginning, a war was brewing, causing 
the brothers to continue their journey.  As 
they were leaving, they found that their 
way was blocked by the war, so chose 
to go north into an area governed by the 
Khan of Turkistan. They then remained in 
this area for three years.

 Barka’s domain included the pres-
ent country of Afghanistan and slowed 
the Polo brothers to see the many 
mines in the northern part near the 
Oxus River. This is the locale where 
early Lapis Lazuli is found. The broth-
ers’ keen interest in gems and jewelry 
caused them to barter and trade for 
this fine material.

 During the brothers’ stay in this part 
of the Mongol Empire, they succeeded in 
meeting the Great Khan. During one of 
their meetings, the great Khan gave them a 
message to be given to the Pope and he as-
sured their safe passage back with a golden 
tablet with the mark of his seal upon it. 
With the passport, they safely returned to 
Venice with great wealth and many stories 
of adventure. They were soon preparing 
for a return trip to the Khan’s Empire. On 
this trip Niccolo’s son, Marco, joined the 
brothers and found great acceptance into 
the Mongol Empire by the Khans. This be-
gan a number of trips for Marco over the 
next two decades where he acquired and 
traded the prized Lapis Lazuli throughout 
these journeys.

 Leonardo de Vinci sought honest 
paint dealers that would take Lapis La-
zuli powder and mix it into their paints 
which he sought for that particular blue 
in his paintings. It should be noted that 
there were also dishonest paint dealers 
during this time. They found that they 
could substitute Azurite for the bluing 

agent and sell a similar colored paint. 
The unfortunate thing that happens to 
the paint mixed with Azurite is that 
after a period of time it will turn a very 
bright green, much to the embarrass-
ment of the artisan and causing a deep 
concern for the paint dealer. This green 
color is caused by the copper in Azurite 
turning it to Malachite over time.

Efubjm
 Lapis Lazuli is pronounced Lapis 
Laz-yoo’le. The first word has the em-
phasis placed on the lap’ and the smaller 
emphasis on the is; the second word Laz 
has a long a and the yoo’ sounds like 
you and le sounds like lay. Go ahead and 
try it. It’s easy to pronounce, isn’t it?

 The dictionary describes it as: 1. an 
opaque, azure-blue to deep blue gemstone 
of Lazurite; 2. A mineral, Lazurite.
[Latin Lapis, stone + Medieval Latin Lazuli, 
genitive of Lazulum, Lapis Lazuli, from Ara-
bic Lazaward, from Persian Lazhuward.]

 Lapis Lazuli is a rock. The blue ma-
terial that first strikes our eye is Lazur-
ite. It is the midnight blue material and 
is sodium aluminum silicate. The next 
attractive material is metallic and looks 
very bright and shiny. It is Pyrite and the 
remaining white streaks are Calcite.

 The most prized of this material 
is extremely dark blue in color, in fact, 
almost midnight black; is very hard and 
takes a very good polish; has very small 
amounts of pyrite and almost no calcite. 
This dark blue of Lapis Lazuli is much 
more intense than Sodalite or Azurite 
and is much more valued.

 Each of the lesser grades of Lapis 
Lazuli will have varying amounts of Py-
rite and Calcite in each piece and can 
have varieties in color from light blue to 
the most vivid of blues.

 The Chilean and Russian Lapis 
Lazuli is often lighter in color due to 
the higher content of calcite and results 
in a lower value. All material shows an 
amount of pyrite, but if too much is 
prevalent, then the stone can gain a 
green patina with age.

Mbqjt Mb{vmj
 Formula: Na8 (Al6Si6O24)S2 
Sodium Aluminum Silicate
 Color: Blue
 Hardness: 5-6
 Specific Gravity: 2.4-2.9
 Streak: Light Blue
 Fracture: Conchoidal, Grainy
 Localities:  Afghanistan: West Hindu 
Kush Mountains Russia: Baikal Lake, south-
west end of lake Chile: North of Santiago

Mbqjebsz Usfbunfou
 Use normal lapidary treatment 
through the number of grit sizes; how-
ever, use caution when going above 600 
grit of heat buildup. Too much heat can 
cause the piece to fracture and / or 
shatter, so use caution.

 Lapis Lazuli can be used in any silver, 
gold, or platinum jewelry and will pro-
vide instant appeal in its contrast to the
metal work.

Dpodmvtjpo
 I hope that you have now been 
introduced to Lapis Lazuli. ‘Tis a stone 
through the ages and is fun to work 
with. I hope this will cause you to find 
the pieces you may have stashed away 
and to get them out and decide to work 
them into some super piece of jewelry. 
As you have noted here, it would un-
doubtedly draw much attention to you
wherever you may wear or show it. So 
take that step right now, and I believe 
you will find it very enjoyable.

LAPIS LAZULI
continued from page 6
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Jouspevdujpo
 The last time you went to the jew-
elry store, did you pick from thousands 
of items? Well in the ancient Egyptian 
times, you couldn’t because there were 
only limited items in stock at a time. 
Either you got what was there or you 
“pre-ordered.”

 Everyone, even slaves, wore jewelry, 
passed on from generation to generation. 
It is how much and what it is made from 
that determined status and popularity. 
The optimum materials for making jew-
elry were gold, silver, lapis lazuli, turquoise, 
Amazon stone (feldspar), and carnelian. 
There were many inexpensive alternatives 
for these prized gemstones including glass, 
faience, and many others.

 Unlike today, jewelry had a meaning 
to the ancient Egyptians. Children wore 
fish charms in their hair to protect them 
from drowning when they were swim-
ming in the Nile. 
Different colors 
also meant dif-
ferent things, 
like carnelian 
s y m b o l i z e d 
blood and the 
evil god Set. And 
turquoise sym-
bolized vegeta-
tion and lapis lazuli stood for wealth and 
power. Although today we might have a 
simple good luck charm or a lucky little 
something not everyone does that, but 
for the Egyptians it was their culture 
and religion.

Nbufsjbmt pg uif Usbef
Hpme
 Egyptian name:  Nub (Nbw)
Gold was the center of the Egyptian 
lifestyle; it was the color of divinity. Uif 
Cppl pg uif Efbe demanded that the 

prescr ibed 
amulets be 
made of gold 
and only that. 
Gold was 
found across 
Upper Egypt 
and Nubia. Nubia had great quantities of 
gold, so its name in hieroglyphs means 
“the land of gold.”

Mbqjt Mb{vmj
 Egyptian name: Tefrer (Tfrr)
Lapis lazuli is an opaque deep blue 
mineral sometimes with white streaks 
and with gold impurities. It takes a good 
polish. Lapis lazuli is not found in Egypt 
but rather imported from early day 
Afghanistan. It was a common gift and 
trade amongst the Hittites, Assyrians, 
and the Syrians.

Dbsofmjbo0Dpsofmjbo
 Egyptian name: Herset (Hrst)
This red-orange gem was quite com-

mon in the 
Eastern desert 
and in Nubia, 
although it was 
highly prized 
and valued
amongst the 
Egyptians. The 
Egyptians be-

lieved that it symbolized the evil god of 
death: Set and blood.

Uvsrvpjtf
 Egyptian name: Mefkat (Mfkt)
This blue-green gem found in Sinai was 
used for everything from amulets and 
inlays to Pre-dynastic beads. It had ever-
lasting popularity amongst the Egyptian 
people, so it was often imitated com-
monly by faience and less often, glass.

Bnb{po Tupof
 Egyptian name: Neshmet (Nšmt)
Amazon Stone (a light green, relatively 
rare variety of Feldspar) is only found in 
the Eastern desert. Because of its rarity 
it is commonly imitated by glass and fa-
ience, especially in the Middle Kingdom, 
so it is often found following the adjec-
tive “true.”

Hbsofu
 Egyptian name: Hemaget (Hmgt)
This substance is found in every color 
of the rainbow except for blue. It is 
found plentifully near Aswan which is 
also their primary source for amethyst. 
Garnet was often used for beads and in-
lays until the end of the New Kingdom 
when it lost popularity.

Tvnnbsz
 The next time you go to the jew-
eler, ap-
preciate all 
that came 
b e f o r e 
you. Out 
of its beau-
ty, there 
sprung a 
civilization and out of its complexity, it 
ended one.

Cjcmjphsbqiz
 Ancient Egyptian Jewelry by Carol An-
drews
 Egyptian Jewelry  by Milada Vilímková
 Jewels of the Pharaohs by Cyril Aldred
 Tutankhamun’s Jewelry by I.E.S. Edwards
 http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki /Category 
: Jewellery_of_ancient_Egypt
 http://commons.wikimedia.org /wiki/Category 
: Treasure_of_Tutankhamu

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN JEWELRY
by Alex Miller, West Seattle Petroglyphs, June 2008
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Onyx and Zircon
 Onyx is the birthstone for July on 
the ancient Roman, Italian, and Hebrew 
birthstone calendars. It is also the birth-
stone for the sun sign Leo, which covers 
July 23rd to August 22nd.  
True onyx is a chalcedony, 
or microcrystalline quartz, 
which contains straight, 
parallel bands of color. 
Solid-colored “onyx”, (so-
called), is actually agate or 
gray chalcedony dyed black, 
blue, green, or some other 
color. Onyx containing 
bands of white or black sard 
is called sardonyx (which happens to be 
the Ancient Russian birthstone for July). 
Onyx which includes bands of carnelian 
is called carnelian onyx.

 Chemically speaking, onyx is silicon 
dioxide. As a chalcedony, onyx has a 
hardness of 6.5 to 7 and a specific grav-
ity of 2.58 to 2.64. Places to find onyx 
include India, Brazil, Uruguay, and the 
USA (California).

 The Hebrew name for onyx means 
“gleaming stone.” The Latin origin of the 
name “onyx” is a word meaning “finger-
nail”. Mythology explains that Venus, the 
Roman goddess of love and beauty, was 
sleeping one day on the banks of the In-
dus River. Cupid, her son, decided to give 
his mother a manicure while she slept, 
using one of his sharper enchanted ar-
rows. Venus’s fingernail clippings fell into 
the Indus and transformed into onyx.

 Historically, onyx has not had a 
good reputation. During the Middle 
Ages, onyx was believed to summon 
bad dreams, demons, and lawsuits. East 
Indians used onyx as an anti-aphrodisiac. 
During the 1500s, the Italian physician 
Camillus Leonardus wrote that onyx 
accelerated childbirth, made babies 

drool, encou aged adults to quarrel, and 
prevented falls during epileptic seizures. 
(And you suspect that your doctor is 
a quack)  These days, metaphysi-
cians have more respect for onyx. They 

believe that the stone gives 
its wearer stamina, strength, 
and self-control. They use it 
to dissolve tension, worry, 
and nervousness. Modern 
metaphysicians also pre-
scribe onyx for foot injuries, 
bruising, and diseases of the 
bone marrow.

 Zircon is zirconium silicate. It 
occurs in almost all colors, but the 
natural color of most zircon is red-
dish brown to yellowish 
brown.  The mineral is 
often heated to produce 
blue or colorless stones. 
Zircon is the Talismanic 
birthstone for the sun sign 
Virgo, which covers August 
23rd to September 23rd .

 Zircon was likely one 
of the first semi-precious 
minerals to be noticed by ancient man 
because the mineral shines
in its natural, unpolished state. The stone 
has a hardness of 6.5 to 7.5, a specific 
gravity of 3.9 to 4.8, and a tetragonal 
crystal system. Crystals of zircon form 
four-sided prisms with pyramidal ends. 
Zircon is found in many places includ-
ing Canada, (Renfrew),  Thailand, Burma, 
Cambodia, Norway, Sri Lanka, the USA 
(Florida and Maine). .

 Zircon’s name may have come from 
the Arabic word zarkun, meaning “ver-
milion,”• or from the Persian zargun, 
meaning “gold-colored”.• The Greeks 
call zircons huakinthos, which is related 

to our word “hyacinth”.• This makes 
sense if you consider that a favorite 
color of zircons is a purplish blue

 In the Middle Ages, zircon was 
worn to ward off injuries, plague and 
lightning. Carrying a zircon was also 
believed to increase business sense and 
attract riches.

 During the 1100’s, Saint Hildegarde, 
Abbess of Bingen, prescribed this meth-
od for warding off the devil:   Carve a 
cross into the crust of a freshly-baked 
loaf of bread and trace the cross’s 
outline with a zircon. Eat and enjoy 
(the bread, not the zircon). At the time, 
Christians believed that God would 
not allow the devil access to precious 
stones, so holding one was a good way 

to keep the devil away. Para-
celsus the Great, a sixteenth 
century physician, mixed 
powdered zircon with lau-
danum as a fever cure.

 Modern metaphysicians 
call zircon a “stone of vir-
tue”. They use the mineral to 
treat vertigo, torn muscles, 
broken bones, and sciatica.

References:
 Schumann, Walter, Handbook of 
Rocks, Minerals & Gemstones, Harper 
Collins Publishers and Houghton Mifflin 
Company, NY, 1993.
 Knuth, Bruce G., Gems In Myth 
Legend and Lore, Jewelers Press, Thorn-
ton, CO, 1999.
 <www.bernardine.com/birthstone/>
 < w w w . b e r n a r d i n e . c o m/
gemstones/august.htm>

ALTERNATIVE BIRTHSTONES FOR JULY AND AUGUST
by Thomas Bourne from Shin-Skinner News, July, 2005

Sardonyx

Zircon
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 Auctions - Lynne Luger  and
  Bernie Emery

 Directory (address changes)
  Lloyd & Arlene Gleeson
 
 Field Trips - Dave Fordyce

 Greeters - Ray Petrinko
  Al Pribula, Earl Pfetzing

 Hospitality - Liz & Wendy Stanne

Committee 
 Chairpersons

 Legislation - Dave Fordyce

 Library - Tony Wilner

 Mineral of the Month -
  Steve Weinberger

 Personals/Announcements/
  Sunshine - Patricia Smith and
   Lynn Luger

 Programs - Richard Hoff, 
  Keith Kaneda & Tony Wilner

 Safety - Johnny Johnsson

 Show - Bernie Emery and
  Lynne Luger

 Showcase - Steve Dyer
 
 Telephone Chain
  Lynne Luger 
   
  Phylllis Dyer 
   
  Dawn Johnsson 
   
  Mary Chandler 
   
  Liz Stanne 
   
  Wendy Stanne 

HELEN SHINES AGAIN
from Lynne & Bernie

 Our favorite Arizona member Helen Serras Her-
man has just had another article published in the July 
issue of Kfxfmsz Bsujtu 0 Mbqjebsz Kpvsobm.  This one, en-
titled “Lapis Fleur-de-lis” tells about a recent carving 
that Helen completed.  The material is  exceptionally 
fine Afghani Lapis.

 Helen kindly sent along a photo of the completed 
project to share with us.

 • In geology, calving is the breaking 
off or detachment of an iceberg from a 
glacier that reached the sea.
 • Aluminum is the most plentiful 
metal in the Earth’s crust.
 • It is chromium that makes steel 
stainless.
 • It is estimated that 500 meteor-
ites actually hit the Earth each year.

THE TRIVIA VUG
by R. J. Harris , from Rock Buster News, July, 2008

 • When gold is electroplated to 
metal, it must be at least 7- millionths of 
an inch thick, and at least 10-karat.  

Sources: 
 5087 Trivia Questions and Answers, 
Wikipedia.

HINTS & TIPS
from Beehive Buzzer, March 2008

 Diamond trim saws of 6 to 10 inch-
es are most commonly used for making 
cabs. Some tile types use water and 
have rust-resistant blades while others 
use oil (if water is used, they must be 
drained each time used, or they will rust 
out quickly).

 Don’t ever –”E v e r” – drain cut-
tings or water from your equipment 
down the drain unless you want to buy 
a new sewer system, This stuff sets up 
like concrete in your pipes.

 Cat litter is a good way to absorb 
oil out of slabs 
that have been 
cut with an oil 
saw. Some dish 
soap and water 
will help finish the cleaning.

 The most common thickness for 
cabs is 3/16 inch. Higher-crowned cabs or 
doublesided cabs need greater thickness.

 Many types of things can be used 
for dop sticks including nails, flat end 
bolts, etc.

 Salvaging thin cuts and special types 
of fractured rock by gluing on doublets 
with epoxy then finishing the cab is in-
triguing. Changing the color of the base 
under translucent or thin types of mate-
rial also can change the appearance and 
color of the cab.

 Using vinegar or other acid-based 
product with the polish (tin oxide) can 
quickly bring out a high, glossy finish.

 When moving through grit sizes, 
check cabs when they are dry rather 
than wet to see the scratches that need 
to be removed.

ENGLISH SIGNS
forwarded by Mary Chandler
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FOR SALE
by Tony Wilner

 Bill Hawkins is selling the following 
silicon carbide grit and polishes.  All are 
in 1 lb jars.

9 sets at $8.00 per set
 60/90 grit 220 grit  600 grit 
 Aluminum Oxide polish

5 sets at $8.00 per set
 60.90 grit 220 grit  
 400 grit  600 grit

Singles:
 15 jars of Tin Oxide - $5.00 each
 6 jars of Rutile polish - $2.00 each
 1 jar of Aluminum Oxide - $2.00 
 4 jars of 80 grit - $2.00 each
 1 jar of 600 grit - $2.00

 This is an excellent value and perfect 
for tumbling by hand or machine.

 Call Bill at 301-776-6163.
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Carolyn Weinberger
 PO Box 302
 Glyndon, MD 21071-0302

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Kvmz;
 4:   Happy 4th of July!
 11:  Annual Park-
ing Lot Picnic.  Early 
start time of 630 P.M.
 16: Baltimore Mineral Society 
Meeting at Cockeysville Library - 7:00 
P.M.  ïBnfsjdbo Njofsbm Usfbtvsftð/

Bvhvtu;
 2-3:  GLMS/DC club show.  See 
page 11 for discount flier and info.
 8-10:  East Coast Gem & Mineral 
Show.  West Springfield, MA.  Featured 
display - the Herb Obodda Collection.  
Talks by Bob Jones daily.  This show is a 
mini-Tucson!
 15-17:  Gem Miners Jubilee, Leba-
non Fairgrounds, Lebanon, PA.

 15:  Deadline for September 
Chippers’ Chatter.

Tfqufncfs;
 1:  Labor Day
 2:  Gem Cutters Guild 
meeting.  Meadow Mill, 
Clipper Mill Rd; Baltimore.  
Meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.

 8-14:  EFMLS Wildacres fall session.  
Still not too late to register!
 12:  Club meeting night.
 25-28:  AFMS Convention and 
Show, Humble, TX.
 27-28:  Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral 
& Jewelry Show at Howard Co. Fair-
grounds.   Wpmvouffst bsf offefe up tubgg 
pvs jogpsnbujpo ubcmf"

Pdupcfs;
 7:   Gem Cutters Guild Mtg.
 10-12:  Desautels Micromount 
Symposium; 
 11: Club Auction Night!
 


