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 Our June 13th meeting is the second opportunity of the year for us to have some 
fun and add some new things to our ever growing boxes 
of cutting materials, jewelry, or minerals.  It’s also a time 
to buy equipment, or books.  Yes, it’s AUCTION TIME!

 Bernie says that he already has a full compliment of 
items to be put up for bid.  Lots will include more things 
from Ken Boulier as we continue to help Eileen dispose 
of his material and equipment.  Everyone knows that Ken 
had a keen eye for purchasing cutting rough and we will 
have a selection of that material in the auction as well as 
a few of Ken’s fabulous knives.

 Added to this line-up will be items from the estates of Hamilton Leitch and Har-
vey Schreter.  
 
 Lynne reminds us to bring items to donate for the “club side” of the auction table 
- with 100% of the sale price going directly to the club.  All auction items must be hobby 
related and should be clearly marked as to material or locality.

  Set up will begin at 7:00 P.M. with the meeting itself at 7:30 P.M.  And oh yes, bring 
along your checkbook, bid often, bid high, and plan on having a good time.

IT’S AUCTION TIME AGAIN
from the Program Team - Keith, Richard and Tony

A GEM OF A DAY
from Bernie & Lynne

 Thank you, thank you, thank you.  To 
everyone in the club who helped out at 
the show....thank you.  

 Looking around at all the smiling 
faces on Saturday was wonderful.  Our 
silent auctions were busy as were our 
kids activities and raffle.  Having an 
outside vendor for the food worked 
out well and, even though we all missed 
Dawn’s famous chili, not having to 
worry about the extra cost of kitchen 
rental, permits we would have needed 
etc., was a good thing in the long run.  

 Yes, we missed having the atmo-
sphere of an outdoor show, but at least 
we no longer have to worry about a 
rainy day or heavy winds.  Ruhl worked 
out well for us and we look forward to 
many years there. 

 Special thanks go to Barry and 
Sydnee Berlin who donated the lovely 
amethyst cathedral for our raffle.  Our 
lucky Liz Stanne was the winner!

 So hats off to everyone for making 
our show so successful.  Many of us got 
some wonderful additions to our col-
lections, talked to lots of old friends and 
made a few new ones too, and spread 
the word about the club and it’s activi-
ties.  Those of us who worked for the 
show can all take a deep bow.  

 And oh yes, did we say thank you?

 May we help you?
Dave, Steve and Bernie at the information 

table during a brief lull in the action 

Liz and Lynne show off the raffle prize 
(which Liz won!)
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 By the time you read this our gem show will be over.  A big thank you to all who 
helped in making the show a big success.  Also, a very spe-
cial thanks to Lynne and Bernie for heading up the show.
 
  Our June meeting is an auction and once again there 
will be special items including more of Ken’s knives up for 
bidding.  I look forward to a wonderful evening and an 
opportunity for all of us to have some fun and add more 
things to our home collections.  Although all the spots for 
selling are filled, I hope you remember to bring some good 
things for the “club side” of the auction table.
 

 Please remember to wear your club badges to our meetings.  This will help new 
members and visitors to know your names.
 
 See you at the auction.
 
            Gil

FROM THE RECTANGULAR OFFICE
by Gil Charlton, President

GOODIES ‘N SUCH
by Liz & Wendy Stanne

  Thank you to all who contributed 
the tasty treats for our May meeting- 
especially the fabulous assortment of 
doughnuts and cakes!  We hope to see 
everyone at the Auction in June.
               
 Donating the refreshments for 
June are Steve & Phyllis Dyer, Mary 
Chandler, Lynne Luger and Trish Smith.
 

 Just a quick Thank You to everyone at 
CGMS for all the cards, beautiful flowers 
and many thoughts. The surgery, while not 
fun (but when is surgery ever fun), did its 
job and I’m feeling great. 

 I get re-evaluated in 6-7 months, to see 
how the neck and brain are doing.

 My love to all,
     Becky

THANK YOU
by Becky Kays

COMING IN JULY
OUR ALWAYS FABULOUS “PARKING LOT” PICNIC AND TAILGATE

HOT DOGS, FRIED CHICKEN, RIBS, SALADS, ETC.
FRIDAY, JULY 11TH - 6:30 P.M.

SAVE THE DATE - DETAILS NEXT MONTH
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PERSONALS
by Lynne Luger

 Barb, Dave and Becky  Kays were 
at the show 
and we were 
all able to 
see just how 
well Becky is 
doing.  Sheõs 
almost with-
out pain, can 
stand for 

extended periods of time, and has 
remastered the art of doing steps!  
Leg pains are gone, headaches almost 
gone and she says sheõs òalmostó back 
to her old ònormaló self.  Great news!

 The Stephens are settled into 
Korea and will be there for the next 
couple of years.  Iõm sure they would 
appreciate club members keeping in 
touch while they are so far away. 
Their phone number is 410-774-0723 

and we will get an address shortly.  
Remember, there is a 13 hour time 
difference when you call.

 We had a chance to speak with 
Paul Senstad when he came to help 
out at the show.  He says his father 
is doing better.  Letõs keep him in our 
thoughts and prayers.

 Thank you to Helen and Andy 
for the beautiful  poster.  It was a 
perfect addition to our  Opal May 
meeting.  They are always thinking of 
us wherever they may be.

 We also want  to thank Richard 
Hoff  and his generous customer 
for loaning him the most magniþcent 
piece of opal jewelry for us to view at 
the last meeting.

MAY MINUTES
by Earle Pfetzing

 The May 9th meeting of the Chesa-
peake Gem & 
Mineral Society 
was called to 
order at 7:45 
p.m. by Presi-
dent Gil Charl-
ton.  There 
were approxi-
mately 40 members and guests present.  
He reminded everyone to wear their 
club name badges.

 Minutes of the April meeting were 
approved as printed in Chippers’ Chat-
ter.  Treasurer Marilyn Cornish indicated 
that the club remains solvent.  She also 
indicated that she was still accepting 
2008 membership dues.

Committee Reports:
 Personals - Editor Becky Kays is 
home and recovering from the latest 
medical procedure on her back and 
is doing well.  Barbara Kays expressed 
thanks to the club for everyone’s sup-
port for Becky.

 Field Trip:  Member Wayne Homens 
invited members to participate on a 
Gem Cutters Guild field trip to Mineral 
Hill on Saturday, May 10.  

 Safety:  Johnny Johnsson reminded 
everyone that this is the time of the 
year to get cautious about ticks, exces-
sive heat and poison oak and ivy.

 Auction:  Bernie Emery indicated that 
all auction spots for the upcoming June 
auction were already filled.  We will have 
items from Ken Boulier, Harvey Schreter 
and Hamilton & Madeline Leitch.  The auc-
tion will begin at 7:30 p.m.
 
New Business:
 Bernie reminded everyone about 
our show at Ruhl Armory on Saturday, 

May 24.  The armory is on York Rd., just 
inside I-695 and across from the Lexus 
dealership.  He asked for volunteers on Fri-
day night to help set up the tables and for 
additional help on Saturday morning and 
evening.  Club members were encouraged 
to sign-up for helping out at the informa-
tion, kids and silent auction tables as well 
as helping direct vendors with parking on 
Saturday morning.  Bernie indicated that 
space would be a bit tight as all vendors 
who had applied were accommodated.  
Refreshments this year would be handled 
by an outside vendor.

 After a short coffee break, Richard 
Hoff hosted an extended show and 
tell featuring a wide variety of opals 
brought in by members. Included were 
rough opal from Australia, Brazil, Ethio-
pia, and the US along with a selection 
of opal jewelry.  Each member who had 
brought something spoke briefly about 
the items.  Following this, a DVD on 

opal mining in Australia was shown.

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:40.

   Submitted by
   Earle Pfetzing, Secretary

DUST SAFETY
by Betsy Martin
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 It’s fitting that for the first time ever, medals presented during the upcoming 
Olympic games in Beijing China will incorporate jade.  The material was mined in the 
province of Qinghai on the northeastern area of the Tibetan Plateau in western China 
according to a January 1 story from the Chinese news agency Xinhua.

 The first place medal will feature white jade, the second place, the light green and third 
place will feature the darker green jade.  

 

JADE FROM QINGHAI USED IN OLYMPIC MEDALS
by Steve Weinberger.  Photos from Xinhua

2nd Place on left, 3rd place on right and “Gold” in center

BARBECUE SAFETY
by John Hanlon 

 I received this information from a 
friend who had just attended a police 
department training workshop.  If you 
have a gas barbecue, please read and 
heed.
  
 Meth cooks (drug makers) are 
getting the propane tanks from the 
exchanges at Wal-Mart, Kroger, Giant, 
etc. and emptying them of the propane.  
Then, they are filling them  with anhy-
drous ammonia (which they now have 
a recipe for by the way).  After they are 
finished with them, they return them to 
the store.  They are then  refilled with 
propane and sent back for you and me 
to buy.  

 Anhydrous  ammonia is very cor-
rosive and weakens the structure of the 
tank.  It can be  very dangerous when 
mixed with propane and hooked up to 
our grills, etc. 
  
 According to the police, you should 

inspect the pro-
pane tank for any 
blue or greenish 
residue around 
the valve areas.  
If it is present, re-
fuse to purchase 
that one.
 

 You can find more information and 
pictures of the dangerous valves at the 
following website: <www.npga.org/i4a/
pages/index.cfm?pageid=529>

 (Ed. Note:  I checked this one on 
Snopes.  While it is not certain whether 
or not the tanks are being returned to 
stores for refill, it is true that their is a 
danger if they have been used in this 
way and then refilled.  Best to be cau-
tious, it’s obviously happening in some 
places.)

LAST MEETING
from Steve Weinberger

 Rather than have a totally planned, formal program with a speaker, our premier 
program team decided to try something new last month.  All in attendance felt it was 
a resounding success.

 Members of the club were invited to bring in samples of opal from their personal 
collection.  Two showcases were crammed full of rough opals from around the world, 
finished opals and opals set in jewelry.  In addition, the mineral people also contrib-
uted with a variety of books and associated items such as opalized clam shells.

 Members had an opportunity to view each of the contributions before the meet-
ing as well as during our break, then each person spoke a minute or two about what 
they had brought.  What fun!

 Thanks to our show and teller folks - Richard Hoff, Jonathan and Susan Powell, 
Bob Farrar, Al Pribula, Mike Hakulin, Barry Berlin, Lynne Luger, Cathy Purdum, Barbara 
Kays, Wayne Homens and James Hooper.  

 Following the discussion, Richard showed two brief videos borrowed from the 
EFMLS Library entitled “The Story of Opal” and “Eagle Dreaming”.  The first told 
about the history of opal mining in Coober Pedy and the second about opal mining 
from the Aborigine point of view.
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THE 19TH ANNUAL CHESAPEAKE GEM & MINERAL SHOW 
photos by Steve Weinberger

Al & Linda.
  Can 

I intere
st you 

in this 
Wulfenite

?

Welcome to ou
r show!

Dave and
 Steve 

& Bernie s
hare an

 

unusua
lly quie

t moment at 
the Inf

ormation ta
ble

The Give-away table 
with lots of fascinating things for the kids.

Five minutes after the “opening bell”
The Baltimore Mineral Society display

Sydnee Berlin 
(with Barry in the background)Dave Mitchell
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH
by Steve Weinberger

 Since our June meeting will be an 
auction, we will not have time to show 
our minerals of the month.  
However, we don’t have to 
stop thinking about miner-
als or planning what we 
would like to see at future 
meetings.

 I would like to incorpo-
rate requests for minerals of 
the month.  If there are par-
ticular minerals you would 
like to learn more about or 
bring in to show or brag about, let me 
know.  You can request them by species 
name, group, color, crystal structure, 
locality or any other property.

 As for learning about minerals, 
there are several excellent sources for 
acquiring up-to-date information via 
your computer.

 • The Photo Atlas of Minerals (Ver-
sion 2.0) is an extremely useful tool..  
This DVD lists the minerals along 
with wonderful photographs as well 
as physical and chemical properties.  It 
even has a mineral identification quiz.  
The price has been reduced to $19.95 
(plus $5. shipping).  To order, contact the 
Natural History Museum of Los Ange-
les County, 900 Exposition Blvd. Los 
Angeles, CA 90007 or visit the website 
<www.nhm.org/pam>.

 •Photographic Guide to Mineral 
Species by Dr. Jeffrey G. Weissman and 
Anthony J. Nikischer is a CD with ex-
cellent photographs and comprehensive 
data.  Many old and obsolete mineral 
names are cross-referenced.  Cost is 
$49.95 plus $5 shipping.  To order 
contact Excaliber Mineral Corporation,  
1000 N. Division St; Peekskill, NY 10566 
or visit the website <www.excaliburmin
eral.com/cdintro.htm>.

 • Mindat.org (<www.mindat.org>) is 
an on-line encyclopedia of mineralogy.  You 

can look up minerals by name,  
location, crystal structure and 
any other property, with  just 
the click of your mouse and 
you have access to a wide 
range of photographs as well.   
It’s great if you travel with a 
computer and have access in 
your motel.   The site also has 
an online “chat” feature which 
allowing you to interact with 
others.

 • The IMA mineral database 
(www.rruff.info/ima/>) gives informa-
tion on all minerals.  You can search by 
name,  chemistry etc.  Caution:  this is a 
huge file and takes a while to open!

 • Webmineral is another on-line 
resource (<www.webmineral.com>).  
Similar to Mindat, you can look up names, 
locations, crystal structures and other 
properties or you can use these tools to 
help identify a mineral.  The site also con-
tains a good number of photographs.

 Let me hear from you about which 
minerals you want to learn about in July 
and beyond.  You can e-mail me at <cscry
stals2@verizon.net>, see me at a meeting 
or call me.  

Brookite on Quartz
Krharan Mtns. Baluchistan, Pakistan

Photo:  S. Weinberger

HOW TO CUT OBSIDIAN
from The Tumbler, November 1995

Gold Sheen: 
 Saw with the bands, as if they 

were a stack of 
plates and you 
wish to unstack 
them.  Watch for 
“fire spots” in 
gold sheen.  It is 
not plentiful, but 
opal-like colors 
do occur.

Rainbow:  
 Cut parallel to the flow lay-
ers.  These can be seen by looking at 
fractured surfaces using a single lamp 
directly overhead.  Note the bands are 
not always straight, it may be necessary 
to turn the stone slightly between cuts.  
Examine each slab set with either water 
or saw oil to see if the correct angle has 
been obtained.

Iridescent: 
 In cutting the two types of irides-
cent obsidian, orientation is impor-
tant.  One type is banded and the 
color lies in the bands.  On the other 
type, the surface has to be chipped 
to find the color in the conchoidal 
fracture surface.  Cut the banded 
material parallel to the bands.  To 
get rainbow effects, cut the stone at 
about 15 degrees across the bands.

Midnight Lace: 
 Lace-pattern 
obsidian should 
be cut across the 
surface pattern 
that you want to 
reproduce.

 Sand out all scratches with grit and 
wet sanding (to reduce heat) before go-
ing to polish.  For final polish, use felt 
with cerium oxide.

 The next time you clean your slab 
saw, line the bottom with a double layer 
of burlap.  When it’s time to clean again 
pick up the liner by the corners and let it 
drain overnight on the carriage.  Most of 
the sludge will be trapped inside the burlap 
and easily disposed of.  The oil left is much 
cleaner and may probably be used again.

CLEANING SAW OIL
from Gem time, 1998
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 As most of you know, Leslie and I 
recently took a tour of Southern Africa. 
We started in Cape Town, travelled north-
east through Durban to Hluhluwe (pro-
nounced “shush-louie”)/Umfolozi Game 
Reserve in Zululand.  Next we travelled to 
Swaziland and then on to Kruger National 
Park in the province of Transvaal. From 
there we went to Sandton, a suburb of Jo-
hannesburg including a visit to Soweto. We 
then went on to Victoria Falls (Zimbabwe) 
with a day trip to Chobe National Park in 
Botswana. Our guide in South Africa, Ron 
McGregor, is a proud native South African. 
He was a fount of knowledge about the 
history and politics of the country and 
gave us a historical perspective for every-
thing we saw as we travelled through the 
country. It was quite an education.

 Yes, we saw lots of animals in the 
various game reserves: giraffe, zebra, 
elephant, white rhinoceros, lion, hippo-
potamus, crocodile, water buffalo, kudu, 
impala, water buck, numerous species 
of birds, etc. And, we did take lots of 
pictures, about 2000! 

 One of the things that struck me dur-
ing our trip was how important handmade 
crafts are to the local, individual economy 
of the people. Virtually everywhere we 

went there were people at the side of 
the road exhibiting stone sculptures, bead 
jewelry, baskets and wood carvings. Many 
of the beads I saw were made from seeds, 
hematite, tiger eye, malachite, glass and 
colorful plastics. Although Southern Africa 
has significant deposits of precious metals 
such as platinum, gold and silver there was 
very little evidence of their use in the local 
jewelry. There was some silver jewelry, but 
where metals were involved, forged, wo-
ven or twisted copper wire seems to be 
used the most. 

 When I asked about the origin of the 
stone sculptures, I was told they came 
from Zimbabwe. We visited a craft center 
cooperative in Zimbabwe and there were 

hundreds of stone sculptures generally of 
the same subjects and style. The major 
sculptural themes were animals and faces. 

 Southern Africa, especially Zimbabwe 
is rich in minerals for carving such as: soap 
stone, steatite, serpentine, and verdite (a 
form of fuchsite with varying amounts 
of albite, chlorite, corundum, diaspore, 
margarite, quartz, rutile & talc). I have since 
learned that Shona (the largest group of 
people of Zimbabwe) sculpture is becom-
ing a significant presence in the art world. 
Unfortunately, the political and economic 
situation in that country has made life and 
trade quite difficult for the people. Inflation 
has devalued the Zimbabwe dollar to the 
point of uselessness.  As you can see in one 
of my photographs, a simple copper brace-
let in a village shop is priced at 150 million 
Zimbabwe dollars. However, you could 
most likely buy it for less than $10 US.

 We did get to sample many of the 
South African wines. The vineyards are 
outside Cape Town near the pictur-
esque town of Stellenbosch. We had 

a wine tasting at one of the earliest 
wine estates called Boschendal. The 
wines were quite good and since we 
returned home we have begun add-
ing them to our wine cellar.

 In all, there was a lot to take in and 
we had a marvelous trip which we 
were sad to have end.

SOUTHERN AFRICA, A LAND OF CRAFTS AS WELL AS ANIMALS
by Richard Meszler from Gem Cutters News, June, 2008

Lion in the bush

The price of copper bracelets in 
Zimbabwe dollars 

Shona sculpture of a leopard

Woman in bead 
costume
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THE LATEST AFMS ENDOWMENT FUND PRIZES
from Carolyn Weinberger

 Four more prizes have been added 
this month to the already stellar line-up of 
items that you could win if you hold one of 
the winning tickets for the AFMS Endow-
ment Drawing.  Tickets are $5 each or 5 
for $20 and can be purchased from me 
at the upcoming meeting or by ordering 
them from me between now and August 
31 (check payable to AFMS Endowment).  
The drawing will take place on September 
27 during the AFMS Awards Banquet in 
Humble, Texas.  If you are the lucky ticket 
holder of one of the prizes,  I will gladly 
bring it back to you.  

 Proceeds from the drawing are 
invested in the AFMS Endowment Fund 
where only the interest accrued can be 
spent on a variety of AFMS educational 
programs.  Among these programs is 
the purchase and donation of a variety 
of slide, video and DVD programs to 
the regional federation libraries.  The 
Guild has used some of these in the 
past and will be showing another during 
our June meeting.  We benefit directly 
from this program so I urge you to con-
sider purchasing one or more tickets.  

Here are the new prizes.
 Prize # 10: 14k gold wire-wrapped 
free-form Royal Lavender charoite pen-
dant, which beautifully exhibits two differ-
ent mineralization exposures. The pendant 
measures 3-1/8“ in length and 1-5/8” wide 
at the base. The pendant is hung on an 18” 
gold chain. The creator and donor of this 
lovely pendant is master craftsman Marion 
Roberts, CFMS Past President, who is 
currently serving as Chairman of the 
CFMS Earth Science Committee. Marion 
estimates the value of the piece to be be-
tween $125.00 and $175.00,  (CFMS)

 Prize #11: Fossil leaf specimen. This 
unusual plate of fossil leaves measures 

about 12” 
vertically to 
15” hori-
zontally (as 
viewed in 
the picture). 
It exhibits 
three distinct 

genera, including Metasequoia occidentalis; 
Prunus coloradensis, and Platanus sp. The 
piece dates to the Paleocene epoch (early 
Cenozoic age), and was collected in the 
Sentinel Butte formation, McLean County, 
North Dakota. This excellent fossil plate 
was donated by Steven Holley, proprietor 
of Coppeas Creek Fossils in Farmington, 
IL, who values it at $50.00. (MWF)

 Prize #12: Ceremonial Native 
American Knife, knapped and donated 
by Henry Vaughn, member of the Missis-
sippi Gem & Mineral Society for about 
20 years. Henry has been practicing the 
art of knapping for over 30 years. The 
material used is Mahogany Obsidian. 
This knife is not an exact replica of any 
particular point style, but is similar to 
ceremonial points such as Scotts Bluff, 
Stringtown, Searcy or Genessee. Retail 
value $350. (SFMS)

 Prize #13: Moonstone Carvings; 
“Cameo”  and “Cross” carved and 
donated by Kenneth Neaves, of Lansing 
NC, who has been carving since 1968. 
He has exhibited in many club and fed-
eration shows over the years and many 
of his exquisite carvings are shown on 
the internet at <www.lopacki.com>  
under “other artists.” The material is 

m o o n s t o n e 
from the Bill 
Burleson farm 
in Avery Coun-
ty, NC, which 
was once open 
to collecting 
on a fee basis. The site has been closed 
for many years now, and the material is 
now extremely rare. Ken values the set 
at $550 (SFMS).

 Prize #14: Prize #14: Burning Bush 
Rhyolite Beaded Necklace The 3”x3” rhy-
olite centerpiece of this strikingly beautiful  
necklace is an excellently polished semi-

rec tangu l ar 
“Burning Bush” 
piece of rhyolite 
set in a delica 
bead bezel with 
pressed and 
faceted glass 
bead embel-
lishment and 
delica leaves 

- all mounted on a leatherette back. The 
centerpiece is hung from a 22” “crazy 
horse canyon” bead necklace. The entire 
piece was created and donated by Betty 
James, EFMLS Region VII vice-president 
and SFMS First Vice President. The pattern 
she used is number 112 of the BJ Original 
series, and it is absolutely the latest rage 
in jewelry! Betty reliably predicts that the 
necklace would sell in her market for $425. 
(EFMLS/SFMS)

 You can view full color images 
of these or any of the other prizes 
by visiting either our own website 
<www.chesapeake.rockclub.us> 
and opening this months and  last 
months club newsletter or visiting 
the AFMS website <www.amfed.org/
endow2008.htm>.
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 Alexandrite is beryllium aluminum 
oxide. It is a type of chrysoberyl found in 
Brazil, Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka, and Burma.

 As a chrysoberyl, alexandrite has a 
hardness of 8.5 and a specific gravity of 3.7 
to 3.72. Its crystal system is orthorhombic, 
forming long prisms which sometimes 
grow together as twins or triplets. Alexan-
drite appears reddish in artificial light and 
bluish-green in natural light.

 Some historians believe alexandrite 
has been prized in the Far East for hun-
dreds of years, but the mineral was not 
discovered by the western world until 
the nineteenth century. Supposedly, 
the mineral was unearthed on April 29, 
1839, the 21st birthday of then Czar 
apparent Alexander II. This alleged coin-
cidence caused Nordenskjöld, a miner-
alogist, to name the gem after the future 
ruler of Imperial Russia.

 That the stone appeared either red or 
green further linked it with the royal Rus-
sian family, as red and green were Russia’s 
national colors. Alexandrite was thought to 
bring good luck until the Romanov family 
was massacred in 1917 by the Bolsheviks.

 Modern metaphysicians use alexan-
drite to heal the spleen, pancreas, and ner-
vous system. They also believe alexandrite 
will impede the progress of leukemia.

Moonstone 
 Moonstone is an adularia, a trans-

parent to 
translucent type 
of orthoclase 
found in Alpine 
tension veins.

 Orthoclase is 
a small category 

of minerals within the larger group known 

as feldspars -- silicate minerals which make 
up more than 60% of the earth’s outer 
crust. Chemically speaking, moonstone 
is potassium aluminum silicate. It has a 
monoclinic crystal system and is found 
in pegmatites.

 Moonstone is usually colorless or 
very pale yellow. It has a hardness of 6 on 
Moh’s Scale and a specific gravity of 2.53 
to 2.56. Places to find moonstone include 
Australia, India, Sri Lanka, and Madagascar.

 Moonstones have within them tiny 
albite crystals arranged in a regular pat-
tern. These albite crystals reflect light in 
a striking way referred to as adulares-
cence or schiller.

 When a gem displays adularescence, 
a small “cloud” of light appears to shift 
around inside the stone as it is viewed 
from different angles. Moonstones are 
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often cut and polished into high-domed 
cabochons to capitalize on this effect.

 These spectacular cabochons are 
called “cat’s-eye moonstones.” Sometimes 
a moonstone will show two bands of light 
which form a cross inside the gem.

 The writer Marbodus (circa 1035 
– 1123) and Antoine Mizauld (a six-
teenth-century French physician) both 
claimed to have observed the phases 
of the moon reflected in moonstones. 
Extrapolating from this supposed 
synchrony with the lunar cycle, meta-
physicians use the stone to increase a 
woman’s fertility and to minimize her 
labor pains.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Auction Meeting
7 P.M.

Gem Cutters Guild 
Meeting - “Agates”

7:30 P.M.
Meadow Mill

Balto. Min Soc.
Meeting - 7:00 PM

“Diamonds”
Cockeysville Library

July:
 11:  Our annual Parking Lot Picnic and 
Swap at the Womens’ Club - 6:30 p.m.  

 16:  Balto. Mineral Society meeting 
“American Mineral Treasures”.  Cock-
eysville Library, 7 p.m.

August:
 2 - 3:  GLMS/DC annual show.  
Stone Ridge School, 9101 Rockville Pike, 
Bethesda, MD.
 8 - 10:  East Coast Gem & Mineral 
Show, W. Springfield, MA.  (A small ver-
sion of Tucson!)
 15 - 17;  Gem Miners Jubilee, Leba-
non, PA.

September:
 8 - 14:  EFMLS Wildacres

EFMLS Region IV
Picnic

Lake Anna Park, VA


