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President’'s Message: May 25, 20
Upcoming Shows & Special Events:

If you missed last month's program on micro 2009
mounts, you missed a great one. June 12 — 14:ArtPark 2009, Columbia Festival of the Arts,
LakeFest Invitational Fine Arts & Crafts Show, Admission is
Steve Weinberger gave a very informative FREE. Ceramics/Clay, Drawing/Painting, Glass, Jewelry,
program with beautiful pictures of his and Metal, Mixed Media, Photography, Textile, Wood, Wine-

Carolyn's collection. | personally learned how t tasting
collect and mount micro specimens. Steve's
knowledge and humor was freely shared with th
audience. Thanks, Steve.

September 7 — 132" EFMLS Wildacres Workshop.
Speaker in residence — Brenda Foreman

September 26 — 2745" Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral &
Jewelry Show, Howard County Fairgrounds; I-70 at MI
Rte 32. Sat: 10am-6pm, Sun: 10am-5pm; Sponsored k
Gem Cutters Guild of Baltimore, Inc

Round up your money for this month's auctic
| am sure there will be nice treasures available 1
you to add to your collection.

_ +++++
See you at the June auction,
Gl Goodies 'N Such
by Liz & Wendy Stanne
NOTICES:

Il Thank you to our members wiapplied the delicious
and even nutritiousnacks at our May meeting. They
were enjoyedy all! Thank you also for clearing the
refreshment tables at the end of the evening.
The following members hagegyned up to bring in th

goodies for oudune Auction:

Mary Chandler

Phyllis Dyer

Lynne Luger &

Patricia Smith

Attention alll’ We need information for any
upcoming Gem & Mineral shows in our area.
Please notify the editor. Thanks in advance.




Personals
Submitted by Carolyn & Steve Weinberger

We have learned that Chris Douglass' (Leona Rita)
mother passed away on Wednesday (13™) after a
lengthy battle with cancer.

There will be visitation this Saturday (20th) from 3 -
5 and 7 - 9 pm at Bruzdzinski Funeral Home, 1407
Old Eastern Av, Essex. The funeral will be on
Tuesday.

Since most of us will be tied up on Saturday (23™)
with the show at Ruhl Armory and won't be able to
get to the viewing or funeral service on Tuesday,
you may want to send cards. The address is:

Chris Douglass

13 Cornbury Ct

Owings Mills, MD 21117

We extend our condolences to Chris Douglas on the
recent passing of his mother.

Lynne Luger had to leave the show before it opened
because of a flare-up of her back problems. You
know the pain had to be horrific for Lynne to miss
the show, but in typical Lynne fashion, all her show
responsibilities were in place and very well
organized before she left. Get Well Soon!

Mega thanks to Jack Burger for handling the
electrical wiring at the show. As a result, dealers
who wanted them could have lights at their
table...and it sure made it easier for everyone to see
those wonderful minerals and gems.

e

Minutes
Submitted by Earle Pfetzing
The meeting of the Chesapeake Gem and Mineral
Society was called to order at 7:47 pm at the
Catonsville Woman’s Club by Gil Charleton,
President, on Friday 8 May 2009. A total of 36
members were present.

The president welcomed members and then
announced that soft drink prices in the kitchen had
just been reduced to 25 cents. This reduces the
change counting which has to be done by the
treasurer after each meeting. The president then
went on to committee reports.

The Treasurer stated that the club is financially
sound. (See Treasurer’s Report below <ed>).

The immediate need for a planned program next
month is not needed since June’s meeting will be an
auction. July’s meeting will be the “Family Picnic”
on the parking lot, and there is no meeting in
August.

Members were reminded that next month’s
meeting will be an auction on June 12™ at 7:30 pm
at the meeting room. It will consist of the usual
items pertinent to the club’s interest, and potential
sellers should call Bernie Emery a week ahead of
time.

The next three items have already occurred as you
read this edition:

The club’s annual show was held at the Ruhl
Armory on May 23" and was very successful, if hot
and humid. (Every one seemed to be having a good
time as they sweated from booth to booth. I know I
spent more than I had planned. <ed>)

Sulfer was the mineral of the month and a lot of
nice specimens from Bolivia, Sicily, Antarctica,
Nevada, Pennsylvania, and Michigan were on hand
to examine. Steve W. was surprised and delighted
with the variety.

Mike Hakulin brought in some bags of emeralds
to celebrate May’s birthstone.

THE PROGRAM: Member Steve Weinberger
presented a slide-and-talk program entitled
“Micromounting — Not Just for the Small Minded.”
He explained the reasons why people collected
micromounts such as for beauty, rarity, and value.
Items of equipment which are used in preparation
were explained and pictured. Some of the thousands
of beautiful and amazing minerals which he has
photographed were seen in the slide presentation.
The meeting adjourned at around 9:26pm.

Special Treasurer’s Report:
By Marilyn May Cornish ~ Date Line: May 2009

* Steve Weinberger is currently auditing the
books for 2008. I have asked him if he
would be willing to do an audit every year.
He has been a great help to me. Thank you,
Steve.

* There is a change for the cost of beverages
(coffee, soda, water, etc.0 at our monthly
meetings. The price has gone down to $.25
instead of $.35. Don’t ask, and I won’t tell!!!




*  Our rent for the Catonsville Women’s Club
has stayed the same again for this year. Let’s
continue to be good tenants. Thank you to
Bernie and Lynne who faithfully open and
close the building at each and every
meeting. Also, thanks for Wendy and Liz
who always keep the food and tables clean,
neat, and beautiful.

Feature Articles

Williamsite Family
By Dale J. Fisher, 23 May 2009

Serpentine although not a hard material is a very
tough material. Toughness is significant in both jade
(nephrite and jadeite) and in gem serpentine. The
qualities of serpentine range from a building stone
to Williamsite. This latter, the best gem serpentine
is easily mistaken for jade.

Where serpentine is a worthwhile cutting
material, the grades are called gem serpentines.
Three recognized gem grades are retinalite
(translucent yellow), bowenite (also called Soochow
jade...may be translucent or opaque) and
Williamsite.

Gem serpentine is an important pseudo jade.
Williamsite is by far the best gem grade of
serpentine. Its color ranges from green to emerald-
green and it is translucent to nearly transparent.

True Williamsite is very rare. It occurred in the
chromite mines, the Line Pits at the border between
Pennsylvania and Maryland. Gem grades of
serpentine are found in nearby quarry locations.

Black streaks or spots similar in appearance are
found in both nephrite jade and in Williamsite.

John Sinkankas states that “the lovely green
Williamsite provides very handsome cabochon
gems...” (Vol. I, p. 542 of “Gemstones of North
America.”)

Mineral of the Month
The Isometric Crystal System
By Steve Weinberger

Of the six mineral crystal systems, the Isometric
System is the one with the highest symmetry. This
means that if you draw a line from the exact center
of the crystal outward to each main crystal face, all
of the axes (lines) are equal in length and all are at
right angles (90°) to each other (picture a cube.)

The symmetry concept stems from the number of
times the crystal can show the exact same view
when it is rotated, holding different sides, edges or
points before it comes back to the original position.
If you hold a cube at the top and bottom face and
slowly rotate it, you will see the same four views
before returning to the start position. Since there are
3 axes that can be rotated, this would be 3 axes of 4-
fold symmetry.

If you hold the cube at the corners and rotate, you
will see three identical views. There are 4 sets of
opposite corners so this would be four axes of 3-
fold symmetry.

You can also hold the cube in the center of the
edges. Since there are 6 sets of opposite edges, we
have 6 axes of 2-fold symmetry.

&

3 Axes of 4-Fold 4 Axes of 3-Fold 6 Axes of 2-Fold
Symmetry Symmetry Symmetry

As if this were not confusing enough, the above
descriptions are easiest to see using a perfect cube.
There are different forms in the isometric system
other than the perfect cube. The octahedron is a
cube with the sides collapsed to a point top and
bottom as if there were 2 pyramids base to base.
The dodecahedron has 12 rhomb-shaped faces, the
tetrahexahedron has 24 triangle faces, the
trapezohedron has 24 trapezium faces, the
trisoctahedron has 24 triangle faces (different axes
intercepts), and the hexoctahedron has 48 faces



made up of triangles. The Octomom is another
matter entirely.

Here are some examples of minerals that
crystallize in the Isometric System:

Analccime Argentite  Bixbyite
Copper Cuprite Fluorite
Galena Garnet Gold
Halite Magnetite  Pyrite
Skutterudite =~ Sphalerite  Spinel
Silver Tetrahedrite

June is an auction month so we will not be
bringing in examples of minerals, but you might
take some time to peruse a good mineral book and
look at some examples of the different crystal
systems. It’s not easy to learn all of them, but it
does help to explain why minerals look the way
they do.

Ref.: Smith, Jennie R. Understanding
Crystallography.

Knapping
Courtesy of Gerald Elgert,
Thanks to Carolyn Weinberger
In response to the plea I included when sending out
Chippers Chatter, I received the following from
Gerald Elgert. He's not a member, but is editor of
the Rostrum. He's given you permission to reprint
his short item if you wish.

I recently attended a Primitive Tool Society
Workshop. It was held at the Oregon Ridge Nature
Center in Cockeysville, Maryland on May 3rd.
There were quite a number of "knappers,"
demonstrating how to chip away at various stoney
materials to produce a fine and keen edge. “One
thing that impressed me while I watching one man
was his knowledge of how the various materials
would chip, fracture, split or flake off from the
matrix.” During his chipping away at a knife edge
he would demonstrate how the edge would flake off
by the angle at which it was struck. He also
knew how "the stone worked," as he put it, by
where it came from. He had this one piece of brown
colored jasper that was found in a river on
Maryland's Eastern Shore. But he acknowledged

that it "must have come from Pennsylvania,"
judging by its color and feel. I wonder how many of
us have the ability to judge how a gem will facet or
a cabochon be ground based on such "primitive"
knowledge?

June Birthstones — Pearl & Alexandrite

The month of June has two primary birthstones - the
Pearl and Alexandrite and an alternate birthstone
Moonstone.

“Ancient civilizations had many stories to explain the

origin of June's pearl birthstone, such as
the Greek belief that pearls were the
hardened tears of joy that the goddess of
love shook from her eyes as she was born

from the sea. According to Arab legend,
pearls were formed when oysters were lured from the
depths of the ocean by the beautiful moon and then
swallowed moonlit dewdrops. And the Ancient Chinese
thought that these gems originated from the brains of
dragons.” ((Got to love that lore!!)) <ed>

The second birthstone for June is Alexandrite. A
yellowish or brownish green in color, this gemstone has
the unique characteristic of changing color to a red hue
when exposed to incandescent light. Chromium gives
alexandrite its color and while, in most minerals, a trace
element like chromium would provide only one color to
the mineral, in alexandrite it gives it two! In a single
specimen of alexandrite, the chromium is in such a
balanced state that the color of the specimen depends on
the character of light that hits the crystal. If the light is
natural sunlight or fluorescent light, the crystal will be

green; however, if the light
is incandescent light from a common indoor light bulb,
then the crystal will appear red. Alexandrite was first
discovered in Urals in 1830 but is mined today primarily
in Sri Lanka, Zimbabwe, Brazil, Burma, Madagascar
and Tanzania. It is a rare and expensive gemstone,
symbolic of joy and good fortune.

Both pearls and moonstone have a great deal in
common - not only appearance, but lore and traditions
associated with them. Both are lustrous, glowing rather
than sparkling. Both are associated with purity and
innocence, and both are traditional gifts for brides. There
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are differences as well - one comes from the sea, the
other - at least by tradition - from the sky. Pearls are
opaque, with a soft, warm glow. Moonstones are often
translucent, possessing an inner luster that that makes
them seem to carry their own light source within.

Moonstone belongs to the large mineral family of
feldspars. It is an opalescent stone which can range from
colorless to blue, peach, green, pink, yellow, brown or
gray with a silvery scheen. This iridescence is known as
schiller but in moonstone it is called adularescence.
Clarity ranges from transparent to translucent. Rainbow
moonstone is milky white with a rainbow colored sheen.
Moonstone is the most valuable form of feldspar and is
composed of albite, which gives it the bluish scheen, and
orthoclase feldspar.

While moonstones have never enjoyed the history and
popularity of pearls, they too are considered sacred
stones. In India, they are considered to be a talisman of
good fortune, and in ancient Greece they were thought to
be droplets of moonlit dew hardened on the ground.
Moonstone is found in Brazil, Germany, India,
Madagascar, Mexico, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Tanzania
and the United States.

Sources:
http://www.aboutbirthstones.com/junebirthstone.html;
http://www.uniquejewelryguide.com/ birthstones/june-
birthstone.html; http://www.galleries.com/minerals/gemstone/
alexandr/birthJUN.htm; http://www.bernardine.
com/birthstone/moonstone.htmhttp://www.alibaba.com/produc
t/varadarajmg-11827625-10765153/

Rough Rainbow_Moonstone.html;
http://gemstones.suite101.com/article.cfim/

june_birthstone alexandrite

Public Service Announcement — AFMS

Clean Up Your Act — Safely, Please
by Ted Rieth, AFMS Safety Chair.
From AFMS Newsletter, June 2009

The lovely, sparkly, near pristine specimens many
of us ‘collect’ at rock, gem, and mineral shows hardly
ever are found in that condition in Nature. Those who
collect ‘in the wild’ will have some cleaning chores

in front of them, whether planning to sell those
specimens, or add them to a personal collection.

In almost any venture, simple is better than
complex, and less hazard is better than more.
However, if you truly know the specimen you have
and the nature of the surface contaminant, then by all
means use complex cleaning methods with hazardous
chemicals (if that is the needed methodology), but do
so safely.

An important key to any cleaning is to know your
specimen and know its contaminant. This means to
know each in terms of Mohs hardness and chemical
make-up. Hardness will guide one in mechanical
cleaning options, while the chemistry will dictate
specific cleaning materials.

Cleaning methods, from simple/safe to
complex/less safe, may be outlined as follows:

*Soak in or clean under running water, using a
bristle brush.

*Same as above, but add a cleaning agent, such as
household detergent, to the water. This will help
‘wet’ the surface contaminant and allow it to be
flushed away more readily.

«If appropriate, use a brass brush (Mohs 3.5 —5) or
steel dental pick (harder). This is where knowledge of
the base mineral hardness is useful. The tool needs to
be harder than the contaminant, but less hard than the
base material. Of course, test on an obscure area first
to confirm suitability.

One very interesting cleaning option I saw is to use
Soft Scrub cleaner (ground calcium carbonate in a
detergent base) and a battery powered toothbrush. To
give credit, the following link provides an excellent
write-up: <home page.mac.com/rasprague
/PegShop/extras/brush/brush.html>.

Use equipment such as ultrasonic cleaners (good for
more fragile specimens) or small sand blasters to
remove tough scale on minerals, while following all
manufacturer use and safety recommendations.

Use an acid/water solution for those known, hard-
to-remove contaminants. Oxalic acid and
hydrochloric (Muriatic) acids are typically used for
cleaning of quartz. Both are available in hardware
stores. Another useful link for specific procedures
using acids is at:
<www.rockhounds.com/rockshop/john_betts/cleani.h
tml>.



The proper care and handling of acids can be
accomplished using applied knowledge. The hazard
associated with any acid is a function of the acid type
and its concentration (% strength in water). If you put
milk on your corn flakes this morning, and used oil &
vinegar on your salad for lunch, you just ate two
acids. Milk contains lactic acid, and vinegar is a
dilute (5%) solution of acetic acid.

Several notes are appropriate regarding the two
acids frequently used in mineral cleaning.

Oxalic Acid: Though classified as a weak organic
acid, it is much stronger than acetic acid. It’s primary
hazard is skin irritation, with greater hazard if taken
internally by mouth or breathing (classified as a
poison). Recommended protective equipment
includes gloves, apron, goggles, and respirator when
used in poorly ventilated areas. Full MSDS info at:
<www.jtbaker.com/msds/englishhtml/06044.htm>.

Muriatic Acid: AKA Hydrochloric acid — an
extremely strong mineral acid with serious safety
concerns. Severe damage can result from tissue or eye
contact. Inhaling the fumes or ingestion may be fatal.
I’ve used this myself, but wore butyl rubber gloves
and apron, face shield, and used outdoors on a non-
windy day to minimize inhalation concerns. Typically
available commercially from 20 — 38% concentration,
you MUST add the acid to water if dilution is needed,
never add water to acid. MSDS:
<www.jtbaker.com/msds/englishhtml/H3880.htm>.

When using any acid, note that spills or solutions
remaining after use should be neutralized with an
alkaline material. Some fairly common household
items to do that would include soda ash, lime, or
baking soda. How do you know when you have
enough neutralizer? You can use the old high school
chem lab stand-by — litmus paper. Or, get some red
cabbage at the grocery, and use the juice as an
indicator. At pH 2 (acid), it will be red; at pH 12
(alkaline), it will be greenish-yellow. At neutral pH
of 7, it’s blue.

Happy...and safe cleaning.

The Legendary History of the Engagement
Ring — Part2 As told to Mike Hakulin, Editor

Continuing my pseudo history of the engagement
ring, let’s roll on through the ages....
Ancient History

The ancient Roman’s called their engagement
ring the betrothal (Truth) ring. The Romans were
the first to wear the ring on the third finger of the
left hand.

This surviving tradition seems to stem from the
Egyptian belief that the vein from this finger leads
straight to the heart. It’s thought that the Romans
were the first to start inscribing or engraving their
rings.

The Middle Ages

The Middle Ages and the Gimmal or “bond”
ring was invented, but it’s doubtful that this was an
engagement ring design. However, sapphires,
emeralds and rubies would have been the norm for
those who could afford them.

Because diamond is the hardest and strongest
mineral on earth it was seen to resist fire and steel
and thus symbolize the unbending union of a man
and woman in wedlock. So it became more
commonplace for the European super wealthy and
royalty to give a diamond engagement ring at this
time.

Less wealthy citizens would have given a Fede
(faith) ring in the form of two clasped hands more
akin to the more modern claddagh (clasped hands)
engagement rings.

The 18™ Century

Diamonds became more readily available when
diamonds were discovered in Brazil. Diamond
cluster engagement rings were fashionable among
the wealthy.

The 19" Century

In South Africa 1870, the vast, newly discovered
Kimberley diamond region began to flood the
market with not so rare a gem after all! The supply
increased whilst the prices fell.

Within 10 years the now famous De Beers
Consolidated Mines Ltd. was formed by the
Englishman Cecil John Rhodes to control the sale of
diamonds throughout the world. Even today they
control 65% of the world’s diamond trade.



At this time during the history of the engagement
ring, the diamond rush gave rise to the notion that
the various birthstones were seen to be a rarity (and
more desirable) as compared to the diamond.

Elaborate engagement rings of sapphire, emerald
and rubies (and other precious gems) with diamond
accents were therefore more commonplace among
those with appropriate wealth.

Part 3 and final -- July 2009 issue.

Recipes of the Month

TACO DIP
11b. Ground beef
1 package taco seasoning
1 bottle salsa (mild)
1 tub sour cream (fat free)
2o0r3 green onions chopped
2c. cheese (mild)

Fry ground beef and drain

Put beef back in pan; add taco seasoning and salsa
simmer for a short while.

Pour into pie dish, then spread sour cream over top,
next top with green onions, finally sprinkle cheese
over top.

Bake until cooked through and cheese is melted.

STRAWBERRY TARTS

1 cream cheese

1 package frozen strawberries
1 package 3 inch tarts

1 teaspoon vanilla

_ C.sugar

Bake tart shells as directed

Blend together cream cheese, sugar and vanilla
Spoon cream cheese into tarts

In separate bowl have strawberries thawed
Then spoon strawberries over tarts.
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Some interesting websites:

http://www.minermattersgazette.com/viewclassified
.html

http://www.dragonsayeauctions.com/

If you have a favorite website or even several,
Please send them to me for the newsletter.
<ed>

Ruby Auction at Club Show:

Dave Barna won the ruby door prize and gave it to
His lovely wife Eleanor. Hope she wears it to a
Meeting once it is set so everyone can admire it.
Phyllis



The following article is published as a
AFMS warning against collecting in the
state of Georgia:

Words of Caution
by John Wright, AFMS Conservation & Legislation
Chair from AFMS Newsletter, June 2009

If you plan on visiting the National Forest be aware that
you cannot trust the information on their “web sites” or in
their brochures as Forest Service law enforcement
officers use a different set of rules, regulations, and
interpretations than the ones published. These
inconsistencies are probably the result of poor
coordination within the departments of the National
Forest and if you have ever attended any of the public
forums they conduct, you know just how poorly
organized they are. Unfortunately, Forest Service
officials and Federal Judges invariably side with the law
enforcement officers no matter how inconsistent or
corrupt the circumstances may be.

Dick Pankey, President of ALAA , informed me of a
pending case which is very typical of what can happen
that occurred in the Chattahoochee-Oconee National
Forests located in northern Georgia. The victims in this
case are Dr. Madden, MD, and his fiancé, who were
rock-hounding in compliance with the Forest Service
directives, but criminally charged any way. I believe
this is an important enough example that all of our
members should be made aware of the problems they
could encounter when visiting in “our” National Forests.
Permission was granted by the victim, Dr. Madden, to
use his very well written account of the circumstances,
which unfortunately is very typical of a number of other
similar cases being adjudicated in the SFMS area at the
present time.
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E-Mail received from Dick Pankey:

A couple of weeks ago I received this article. It was
written by a rockhound from Georgia. He first contacted
me in early February. We have exchanged e-mails, had
telephone conversations and he has provided me with
other information regarding collecting in Georgia
National Forests and the charges against him and his
fiancé. I have begun collecting rockhounding/collecting
regulations and information from BLM and FS offices
around the country. So far much of the information is
sketchy and vague. Written regulation and pamphlets
most often don’t exist. What I have found out is that
although the laws allows for collecting on BLM and FS
land each district can establish their own management

plan based on their interpretation of the law and the
ranger/enforcement officer enforces the management plan
based upon their interpretation. And these vary widely!

So we have undocumented, inconsistent regulations,
enforced by people based upon their ideas and agendas,
so THIS CAN HAPPEN TO YOU.

Dick Pankey, President, ALAA
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THIS CAN HAPPEN TO YOU

On November 1, 2008, my fiancé, Dori, and [ were
criminally charged with collecting Staurolites on U.S.
Forest Service land. Local collectors have been going to
this location to collect Staurolites for over 30 years. Our
friends, Tonya and Barry, informed us of the location in
Blue Ridge. We visited this area four (4) times in the
summer and fall of 2008. The Staurolites we found on
the surface were mostly poor quality. However, just a
few inches under the surface using a scraper we found
much better quality ones. We used hand tools including
a scraper and a small pick. I feel we were very careful
not to damage the site. We did not dig more than 6 or 7
inches and completely filled in our holes and raked the
dirt to ensure the site looked undisturbed.

On November 1, 2008 Officer Mike Tipton of the
USFS approached us. We did not attempt to hide
ourselves because we had no idea we were doing
anything wrong. He stated he had set up a video camera
at the site and had been watching us. This was very
alarming to us. I assured him if he had approached us
that first time and explained that the Forest Service did
not wish us to collect here, we would have politely left
and never returned. He will attest to the fact that we
were cooperative. He even complimented us stating we
were “not like most of the individuals he deals with.”

Officer Tipton approached us and asked us what we
were looking for. We told him we were looking for
Staurolites. He did not know what Staurolites were, but
informed us we needed a mining permit to dig for any
type of mineral. He told us any Staurolites we find are
government property. Next he confiscated our scraping
tools, knap sack and bucket. He separated us and read
me my Miranda rights. At this point he asked me if
would allow federal agents to search my home in Rome
for any other federal property. When I said “no” my
interview was over. Evidently he tried to obtain a search
warrant, but was unsuccessful. Officer Tipton
repeatedly inquired as to whether we sold rocks. I told
him I have never sold minerals and Staurolites have only
intrinsic value. In the past there have been locations in



Blue Ridge (Hackney Farm) that have allowed
individuals to collect a bucket of them for $5.00.

On January 11, 2009, Officer Tipton gave us a
courtesy call. He stated we are being charged criminally
with 261.9(a) destroying a natural feature or property of
the United States ($250.00 fine) and 261.9(b) removing
a natural feature or property of the United States
($250.00 fine). These are criminal misdemeanor
offenses and can result in a criminal record. I strongly
feel the section we are being charged under is both
vague and does not address the important point that we
were collecting minerals. Mineral collecting is generally
allowed on most U.S. Forest Service lands including
public domain lands and acquired lands. Unfortunately,
each individual Forest Service can now make the rules
(on acquired lands) dictating the rules for rock hounding
and Georgia has one of the most restrictive policies.
Under this charge it appears we are vandals or even
worse thieves. I told Officer Tipton I was considering
going to court. Five days later when I received my ticket
it had doubled to $400.00 for each offense for a total of
$2000.00.

In conclusion, I feel strongly we took the utmost care
to treat this land with care. We spent at least 15-20
minutes each time to leave the ground looking
undisturbed. I feel the US Forest Service in Georgia is
treating mineral collectors like criminals. Mineral
collecting has in the past been considered a wholesome
and educational activity. In other states, the US Forest
Service has been much more responsive to working with
mineral collectors and even encourages collecting. I am
saddened that in Georgia the US Forest Service is now
considering it a criminal offense. Thank you for the
time you spend considering this matter. (Signed)
Robert Madden, M.D.
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Note: This is the Federal Code that Dr. Madden was
charged with violating. The specific items in the charges
are underlined and in “Bold” print.

36 CFR 261.9 - Property.

Code of Federal Regulations - Title 36: Parks, Forests,
and Public Property (December 2005)

TITLE 36 - PARKS, FORESTS, AND PUBLIC

PROPERTY

CHAPTER 11 — FOREST SERVICE, DEPARTMENT
OF

AGRICULTURE

PART 261 —PROHIBITIONS
subpart a — GENERAL PROHIBITIONS
261.9 — Property

The following are prohibited:

(a) Damaging any natural feature or other property of
the United States.

(b) Removing any natural feature or other property of
the United States.

(c) Damaging any plant that is classified as a
threatened, endangered, sensitive, rare, or unique
species.

(d) Removing any plant that is classified as a
threatened, endangered, sensitive, rare, or unique
species.

(e) Entering any building, structure, or enclosed area
owned or controlled by the United States when such
building, structure, or enclosed area is not open to the
public.

(f) Using any pesticide except for personal use as an
insect repellent or as provided by special-use
authorization for other minor uses.

(g) Digging in, excavating, disturbing, injuring,
destroying, or in any way damaging any prehistoric,
historic, or archaeological resource, structure, site,
artifact, or property.

(h) Removing any prehistoric, historic, or
archaeological resource, structure, site, artifact, property.
(i) Excavating, damaging, or removing any vertebrate
fossil or removing any paleontological resource for

commercial purposes without a special use
authorization.

(j) Excavating, damaging, or removing any cave
resource from a cave without a special use authorization,
or removing any cave resource for commercial purposes.

[46 FR 33520, June 30, 1981, as amended at 49 FR
25450, June 21, 1984; 51 FR 30356, Aug. 26, 1986; 59
FR 31152, June 17, 1994]

{ Note: This excerpt is from Page 2, Official Web Site of
the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forest }

FHame Page | Recestion [mformabon | Fomest Hetony | Forest Pacs |
Forest Maragamant | Ervincnmantal Educaton



Rock Hounding

A “rock hound” is any amateur who hunts and collects
rocks and minerals as a hobby. Within the
Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests, rock hounds
may find a wide variety of sedimentary, metamorphic,
and igneous rock types, along with

Before selecting a site, rock hounds should check with
the District Ranger offices to determine the following:
The location is on National Forest land.

Rock hounding is permitted in the area.

The mineral rights are not privately owned.

Special permission, permits, or fees are not required to
take a handful of rock, mineral, or petrified wood
specimens from the surface of National Forest lands as
long as the specimens are for personal use, non-
commercial gain and significant surface disturbance
does not occur. In addition, no mechanical equipment
may be used and any collection must not conflict with
existing mineral permits, leases, claims, or sales.
While there is no objection to collection specimens of
local rock types exposed on the surface, mineral
specimens which may have some value cannot be
collected without permission from the mineral owner

offices., if privately owned. These areas can be identified

from records in the District Ranger_

Rock hounding must not be confused with commercial
mineral activities which are governed by mining and
mineral leasing laws. If a rock hound believes a certain
area should be explored to determine a mineral’s

presence in commercial quality and quantity, exploration

may be conducted under a Forest Service permit.

Maps of the Chattahoochee-Oconee National Forests are
available for purchase on line for your convenience. The
best sources of information on minerals are State
Geological Survey offices, university geology
departments and libraries, mineralogical societies, and
rock hounding/lapidary clubs.
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2009 Calendar of Events

June 12 - Club Auction
July 10 - Picnic Meeting
August -- No meeting --
September 11 - Regular Meeting
7-13 - 2" Session Wildacres*
October 9 - Club Auction
November 13 - Regular Meeting
December 11 - Holiday Party
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2010 Calendar of Events
January 8 — Regular Meeting
February 12 — Regular Meeting
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Quotable Quips:

On adyvice better left unsaid:

“You’d better learn secretarial work or else
get married.” --Director of the Blue Book
Modeling Agency, Emmeline Snively, giving
advice to Marilyn Monroe in 1944

On Government Wordy:
“I’m not into this detail stuff. I’m more
concepty. —Defense Secretary Donald Rumstfeld

"It is from numberless diverse acts of courage and belief
that human history is shaped.

Each time a person stands up for an ideal, or acts to
improve the lot of others, or strikes out against injustice,
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope.

That ripple builds others. Those ripples - crossing each
other from a million different centers of energy - build a
current that can sweep down the mightiest walls of
oppression and injustice."

- Senator Robert F. Kennedy

Prometheus
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